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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 5, 2026 

 

Erie Shores HealthCare launches new plastic surgery service to 
strengthen breast cancer care close to home 

 

ESSEX COUNTY, Ont. - Erie Shores HealthCare is launching a new plastic surgery service, expanding 
access to breast reconstruction consultations and supporting more coordinated breast cancer care 
in the community. 
The service is designed to strengthen the continuum of care for breast cancer patients, supporting 
smoother transitions from diagnosis and treatment through recovery and reconstruction, with 
fewer out-of-town appointments. 
This initiative is supported by the County of Essex's $200,000 annual funding commitment. 
“Patients deserve a care experience that is timely, coordinated and close to home,” said Katelyn 
Dryden, CFO and vice-president of outpatient services at Erie Shores HealthCare. “This expansion 
helps connect critical steps along the pathway so patients can focus on healing, supported by the 
right teams at the right time.” 
The funding will cover the purchase of equipment for expanded women’s health services, including 
specialized surgical equipment for plastic surgery and additional magnetic seed implants to 
pinpoint biopsy locations. 
The enhanced breast cancer care pathway includes access to extended Ontario Breast Screening 
Program screening appointments, contrast-enhanced mammography services, timely biopsy 
services, surgical consultation and intervention, and breast reconstructive services. 
“When services are integrated, it improves continuity for patients and allows teams to collaborate 
more effectively,” said Alicia Lutz, clinical director of outpatient services. “This addition supports a 
more complete, patient-centred experience from diagnosis through recovery.” 
Hilda MacDonald, Essex County warden, said the county is proud to support local access to 
specialized care. “This investment will help more residents receive care closer to home, with less 
travel and fewer disruptions during an already difficult time. The county is pleased to support 
improvements that strengthen health care across our communities.” 
The first breast reconstruction surgery at ESHC is expected take place in March. 
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About Erie Shores HealthCare: 

Erie Shores HealthCare is a community hospital serving the residents of Essex County. The 72-bed 
hospital provides 24/7 emergency care, inpatient services, surgery, obstetrics, and a wide range of 
outpatient clinics and diagnostic services. The hospital also operates the Mobile Medical Support 
(MMS) team and manages the Pelee Island Medical Clinic 
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